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ARTWORK OF THE MONTH “SKYLAR” 
an oil by Shirley Brandner 

 
     This is my great granddaughter Skylar from St Louis. I 
painted her portrait because of her expression. I am 
certain she was told not to pick the berries, however she 
did anyway. She’s looking to see what her Mom was going 
to say to her!  

     Portraits are one of my favorite subjects to paint. 

     Shirley Brandner 

 

    UPCOMING IMPORTANT DATES 

MAL BOARD MEETING  Wednesday, April 06                                        
MAL MEETING   Thursday, April 14                                   

 

  MAL MEETING DEMO SCHEDULE 2016:  

April – Susan Diehl, topic “Amazing Compositions”            
May – Critique “Allegory or Painting outside the Box”                                                   

                             

APRIL 2016 
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     We have an exciting League show running from April 
2nd through the 14th.  The reception is Saturday April 9th 
from 2 to 4.  Awards will be given at that time.  This is a 
great opportunity to see the wonderful work being done by 
our members - and what variety. 

     Our April Demo is by Susan Diehl a Southwest artist.  
She will be sharing her design philosophy and give us an 
opportunity to try it out.  

     And don't forget to create that outside the box work for 
our May meeting.  That will be the last meeting at the 
Mesa Arts Center.  I will announce the new space at the 
April meeting. 

     Have you considered running for office.  April is the 
month when we announce the slate.  If you are interested 
in participating on the board for the next year, contact one 
of the board members for more information. 

 Keep on Creating, 

     Loralee  

Note:  Please bring a sketch book, pencil eraser, small 
ruler, black sharpie (fine and very fine) and a middle grey 
marker to the April meeting. 

In this issue: 
A Word from the President - pg. 1          
Artwork of the Month – pg. 1 
Demo Programs list – pg. 1 
Opportunities  – pg. 4 
News from AAA – pg. 2  
Member News – pg. 3                                               
Venue listings – pg. 5 
Treasurer’s Report – pg. 5 
Raffle Winners - pg. 5 
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REMEMBER TO BRING -  

     Items for our service personnel and teddy bears for the 
children at the Crisis Center.  Bring in photos of events you 
have participated in for the history books.   

MAL MEMBERSHIP SCHOLARSHIPS 

     Scholarships are available to MAL members 
for attending a special workshop or class. You can apply 
for up to a $100 scholarship to help with the tuition 
fees.  Due dates to apply for 2016 are: Feb 28, May 31, 
Aug 31, Nov 30.  See application at:  
http://mesaartleague.com/membershipinfo.htm 

     Pat Book won the scholarship for the first quarter of 
2016 and will give a short demo/talk at a future meeting. If 
you are going to take a class and will do a short demo for 
the membership, send in your app to be considered for the 
next quarter.  

 
NEWS FROM AAA  

     The next show sponsored by AAA will be “A Group 
Effort” and will be a summer event, taking place in 
July/August.  The location will be the Visions Gallery in 
Chandler, and a possibility of showing more art work, if 
necessary, at the Center for Performing Arts, just a couple 
of blocks down the street from the Gallery.  Entries can be 
made from January 1 to April 22nd, and notification of 
acceptance will be May 19.  Show dates: July 8 to August 
27, with a reception in each location.  The show will 
include 3D, sculpture and jewelry, with all items for sale, 
with AAA taking no commission and the Gallery taking a 
30% commission.  This looks like a great opportunity for 
artists, and the jurying will be tough because of limited 
space!  Check online at www.azartalliance.com for the 
prospectus and more details. 

     Sign up to show your artwork on the AAA website for 6 
months for $50!  Get all the details and sign up on the 
website. 

     AZ Art Alliance is looking for volunteers for the 
Outreach program�  just 3 hours a month to help with “busy 
work,” paper shuffling and phone calls, etc. (no teaching!) 

     Your AAA Rep,  

     Wilma Dilley 

 

 

 

 

MEMBER NEWS  

Pictured is Richard Dyer explaining his metal technique to 
the members at the March meeting.  Thank you Richard 
for an excellent presentation.  See more of his art on his 

Facebook page “Rick’s Welded Works”.  
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MEMBER NEWS  

Rosalie Vaccaro had two painting accepted into the 
Portrait Artists of Arizona 6th Annual members show.  The 
show runs until April 22, 2016 at the University Club of 
Phoenix, 39 Monte Vista Road, Phoenix, AZ 85004. The 
paintings were "Velvet Times Four" an oil and "Jasper 
Johns Revisited" an encaustic painting (shown below). 

 

 

 

Kim and Bart, librarians at the Mesa Express Library (who 
do a great job of hanging the art for us) are shown in front 

of some of Lyn’s Matthews paintings. 

 

Here is a photo of the piano Rosalie painted for the              
‘Street Pianos’ project sponsored by the MAC. 

 

Doug Craig arranging a painting at the Mesa Adult Center. 

 

 

These four smiling artists, Rosalie, Elvie, Linda and Wilma visited 
the Phoenix Art Museum to view the exhibit of Michaelangelo”s 

drawings. 
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OPPORTUNITIES & UPCOMING EVENTS 

Our Scottsdale show is coming up in April 

     Please try to attend to support our artists.  This is going 
to be a great show with some beautiful paintings and other 
art works. 

Artists exhibiting please note: 

Drop off  paintings/art Saturday, April 2, 2016 between 
10:00 am to 12:00 pm  at: 

Scottsdale Artists’ School 
3720 North Marshall Way                                    
Scottsdale, AZ 85251 map                                             
(480) 990-1422                                                             
(800) 333-5707 

 
Reception  will be  
Saturday, April 9, 2016 at 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm 
 
Pick up  art:  
April 15th on FRIDAY morning 10:00 am to 12:00 pm 

Loralee will be there to check out your works. If you can 
not be there please have someone who can be 
responsible for your art. Nothing can be left on premises.  

Rosalie Vaccaro 
Mesa Art League 
Show Chairperson 
480-268-1207 
rovagrafx@aim.com 

 

For The MAL Website:  Send photos of your art to 
Loralee at loralee.mal@cox.net 

For The MAL Brushstrokes:  Send your information 
about sales of your art, shows you are in, and anything 
you would like to see in the newsletter to Linda Allen at 
ljaart@gmail.com by the 20th of the month. 

For info on submitting an article as a featured art ist 
about you and your artwork to the Mesa Independent 
News see the March Brushstrokes. 

 

 

APRIL DEMO 

     Our special guest artist for April demo will be Susan 
Diehl.  Please welcome her and be sure to give your 
attention to her for an exciting evening.  Below are some 
interesting facts about Susan's career.  

     Susan Diehl is a Southwest artist living and working in 
the Phoenix area.  Susan went to school for fine art at the 
University of Wisconsin, Madison where she says she 
leaned pretty much nothing.  It wasn't until her 
serendipitous meeting with Ron Lucas, (student of 
Sergei Bongart) where her real studies began.  She soon 
met William F Reese who would also become one of her 
friends and mentors.  Susan has been teaching at the 
Scottsdale Artists School for about 16 years.  She teaches 
three workshops, one on Color, one on Design and one on 
putting radiant light into your paintings (coming April 11-
15).   She says her favorite class to teach is the design 
"boot camp" because after you learn the principles of how 
we see design it takes the rest of your life to perfect it 
(which of course is not attainable).  She says teaching 
design gives her the opportunity and practice in the seeing 
of design by looking at what the other artists create. 

     Susan will cover a little sliver of her design philosophy 
at our meeting to "wet your whistle".  Her favorite saying is 
that "every good realistic painting HAS to be an abstract 
painting first".  Susan will "deconstruct several famous 
realistic paintings into pure abstraction before your very 
eyes and then project a few for you to try!  The final task 
will be a design you create from a photograph!  Please 
bring a sketch book, pencil eraser, small ruler, black 
sharpie (fine and very fine) and a middle grey marker 
(don't spend a lot, you can use a kids Crayola marker or 
any grey marker you have!) 

     Susan shows at several galleries around the West / 
North West including "Sanders Gallery, Tucson, Cole 
Gallery, Edmonds WA, Acosta Strong Gallery in Santa Fe. 
NM.  She has won several awards in shows and has been 
invited to several invitational plein air shows.  Susan also 
has had a one woman museum show at the Charles Ellis 
Museum of Fine Art where 75 of her pieces were on 
display for 2 months. 

Check out her website: www.susandiehl.com and 
Facebook page.  
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Total  Yearly Expenses               
$220.00                                  
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BOARD MEMBERS  
President  
Loralee Stickel-Harris 
480-223-3641 
loralee.mal@cox.net  
 
Vice President  
Barbara Wilson 
602-432-1617 
path4me2003@yahoo.com  
  
Secretary  
Carole Sierka 
480-882-1752 
carolesierka@gmail.com  

Treasurer  
Linda Jones 
480-330-1790 
Linda4575@cox.net  

 
DIRECTORS 
Membership  
Pamela Patterson 
480-324-0854 
pamedpl@cox.net 

Newsletter  
Linda Allen 
480-380-0793 
ljaart@gmail.com 
 
Ad Representative  
Open 
 
Publicity  
Carole Sierka 
480-882-1752 
carolesierka@gmail.com 

 
Demo Program  
Rosalie Vaccaro                   
480-268-1207 
rovagrafx@aim.com 
  
Hospitality  
Sandi Meissner  
480-922-5981                              
mickemack@cox.net 
 
Artwork of the Month  
Pam Cooke 
480-297-7024 
pamcooke1968@gmail.com  
 
Arizona Art Alliance Rep  
Wilma Dilley 
480-354-2454 
wrdilley1@gmail.com     
 
Historian  
Suzanne Leslie 
480-969-5932 
 
Scholarship  
Barbara Wilson 
602-432-1617 
path4me2003@yahoo.com 

 
Art Shows  
Open  

MESA ART LEAGUE EVENTS, ACTIVITIES AND DISPLAY SCHEDULES  

NETWORK AND CHAT AT 5:00  
Join us early to network with other artists!                                           
Please do not bring food.  

CRITIQUE AT 5:30 
Bring an unfinished piece of work that you 
wish to discuss and join our members in a 
stimulating discussion.  These pieces may 
not be entered in Artwork of the Month for 
the month of critique.                 

BUSINESS MEETING AT 6:15                                             
DEMO OR SPEAKER AT 7:00 
 
ARTWORK OF THE MONTH CONTEST 
All current paid MAL members are invited 
to enter and vote.  To enter, bring one 
original framed piece of art, piece of 
photography/digital art or piece of three 
dimensional art.  An artist may win once a 
year.  At the December meeting the 
monthly winners and their winning art will 
vie for Artwork of the Year.  See MAL’s 
show rules at: 
http://mesaartleague.com/pdf/Show-Rules-
Regs.pdf. 
 
SHOWS AND DISPLAYS             
Fellowship Square 
Next Change:  May 21, 8-9am 
6945 E. Main St., Mesa 
Judy Koppes 480-654-8706 
jmkoppes@gmail.com  
 
Mesa Active Adult Center 
Next Change:  June 21, 5-7pm 
274 N. McDonald, Mesa 
Wanda Montgomery  
480-813-4265 
wandasfineart@gmail.com  
 
Adelante Healthcare                                        
Apr/May  Artist – Shirley Brandner                                                
1705 W. Main St., Mesa 
Rosalie Vaccaro 
480-268-1207 
rovagrafx@aim.com                            

Launchpoint 
Next change:  On Hold 
6113 E. Kent St.,Mesa (Gateway Airport area) 
Loralee - 480-223-3641 
loralee.mal@cox.net  
 Participating Artists must include a short Bio and 
Artist Statement that matches artwork being 
submitted. This will be posted on the wall with art. 

Mesa Express Library                                          
Power Square at Power & Baseline 
Apr/May Artist – Roberta Skolnik                                  
Linda Allen - 480-390-0793 
ljaart@gmail.com  

 

                                                                 
RAFFLE WINNERS March:                   
50/50 – $41.50:  Paul Mudersbach                     
$25 gift certificate/AZ Art Supply:    
Anthony Billings                                                        
$25 gift certificate/Jerry’s:   Carole Sierka                                                      
$25 gift certificate/Blick:   Jorge Ramos    
Thank you to Starr and Paul for their 
donated prizes.     

APRIL MEETING – DOBSON ROOM AT MESA ARTS CENTER  
We will meet THURSDAY, Apr 14, 2015 (the second Thursday of the month) 5 to 8 PM at the Mesa Arts Center, One E Main St., Mesa, Arizona in 
the Dobson Room (lower level near the Contemporary Gallery).  (Parking available) 

�

TREASURER’S REPORT – FEB, 2016 

Profit & Loss                                        
Feb1st Account Balance            $2,260.05        
Feb 29th Account Balance        $2,773.52 

Income  
Hospitality                  $   0.00 
Membership      575.00 
50/50         96.00 
AAA for VA Classes                       478.69    
Fellowship Square         0.00  
I heart Mesa          0.00 
Ads              0.00 
Outreach                                            0.00 
Other              0.00 
Shows                                              60.00   
Total Income                      $ 1,209.69  

Meeting  Expenses                            
Sales tax, service fee                  $    4.00 
Square                                               0.00   
I heart Mesa          0.00        
Meeting Room rental                0.00 
Speakers                             100.00                        
Hospitality                      0.00                      
Webmaster                                     200.00 
Other Supplies - VA        232.22 
Other – Scottsdale Show                   0.00     
Office Supplies                 0.00   
Postage & Delivery                        0.00 
Printing & Reproduction                     0.00                                
Rent (storage)                     75.00 

Total Meeting Expenses            $611.22 

Expenses Yearly                       

Total Yearly Expenses              $     0.00    

Total Expenses               $ 611.22  

Net Income +/-                            $  598.47  
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P.O. Box 7733 
Mesa, AZ 8216-7733 
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